
1839–2009. A journey through 185 years of Herz
As early as the 19th century, there were several cheese shops selling their products beyond the 
borders of the Allgäu region. One of these wholesalers was the Ottmar Herz company in Sonthofen. 
Ottmar Herz (1812–1893) founded a cheese dairy and wholesale business on his parents' farm in 
Rauhenzell in 1835.

Success in Sonthofen
In 1839, Ottmar Herz moved his business to nearby Sonthofen. According to a travelogue from 1868, 
the cheese dairy was already supplying cheese to the German Customs Union and France at that time.
In 1878, Ottmar Herz and his three sons Albert (1840–1892), Xaver (1849–1920) and Ottmar III 
(1861–1936) founded a general partnership, thus laying the foundation for a modern company. In the 
following decades, Ottmar Herz OHG operated successfully, as evidenced by the steadily increasing 
number of leased dairies supplying the cheese wholesaler. During those years, Emmental cheese was 
the main product manufactured and distributed. Only during the long winter months, when some 
dairies could supply only small amounts of milk, was soft cheese produced, primarily Limburger.

Leading in the Allgäu region
In 1883, a new warehouse and commercial building was constructed at Völkstraße 2 in Sonthofen. The 
cheese business continued to focus on the production of Emmental cheese in leased and contracted 
dairies. From 1890 to 1910, the company expanded rapidly, with up to 30 leased dairies supplying their 
products. The Ottmar Herz company can rightly call itself one of the leading cheese wholesalers in the 
Allgäu region.

Xaver Herz, who managed the company's business until his retirement in 1919, played a major role in 
this upswing. In 1909, the forward-thinking entrepreneur was awarded the title of Kommerzienrat 
(commercial counsellor) for his services.

Herz  and the war years
The First World War (1914–1918) also brought many problems for the family business. Ultimately, 
however, it survived these years relatively unscathed and was able to resume work after the end of the 
war. In 1919, Xaver Herz, then 70 years old, retired from the company. The business continued as 
Allgäuer Molkereiindustrie and was converted into a public limited company, Ottmar Herz AG.

A true family business
However, the family remains represented in the management, thus ensuring an important element of 
continuity: Albert Herz (1882–1954), son of Kommerzienrat Xaver Herz, holds power of attorney, and 
his uncle, Ottmar III Herz, oversees the fortunes of the company as chairman of the supervisory board.



Di�cult times for Herz 
As in other sectors, in�ation in the following years led to immense economic di�culties, resulting in 
the liquidation of the public limited company in 1925. Two companies were formed: one was Ottmar 
Herz GmbH, based in Sonthofen, which focused on the production of processed cheese, among 
other things. This proved to be a great success, as the two well-known varieties ‘Bergmännle’ and 
‘Herzjunge’ appealed to cheese lovers and dominated the market for a long time thanks to their high 
quality. In 1953, the company was taken over by Kraft-Käse-Werke GmbH Lindenberg.

Foundation of Albert Herz AG
The second company to emerge from the Ottmar Herz public limited company was Albert Herz. 
Albert Herz took over the Emmental division in 1925. Like his father Xaver Herz's wholesale business, 
it was mainly supplied by leased dairies. Business went very well in the following years, but in 1945, 
shortly before the end of the war, Albert Herz su�ered a severe blow: on 22 February, the company 
building was badly damaged in an Allied bombing raid on Sonthofen, in which several people were 
unfortunately killed.

The successful Bihler era
In 1952, Josef Bihler from Oberstaufen joined the Albert Herz company. Following the death of Albert 
Herz in 1954, he also took over the management of the company after Albert Herz's son (born in 
1921) decided to pursue a career in medicine and science. It is largely thanks to Josef Bihler's prudent 
and responsible management that the Albert Herz company was able to achieve considerable 
growth. In the 1970s and 1980s, the economically sound company exported large quantities of 
cheese to Italy and France.

Herz  in Kimratshofen
In 1989, Josef Bihler retired. In the same year, Molkereizentrale Bayern took over the company, 
continuing to operate it under the name Albert Herz GmbH. This marked the end of a family business 
that had lasted for over 150 years. Even today, Villa Herz – the ‘Herz-Schlössle’ built in 1890 on 
Grüntenstraße – bears witness to the importance of the Herz cheese dynasty in Sonthofen. 
In 2003, the business premises in Sonthofen are abandoned and the company relocates to its current 
location in Kimratshofen. The company �nally reaches another signi�cant milestone in 2023 when, 
for the �rst time in its 185-year history, it builds its own company building on company-owned land – 
a clear commitment to the location and the long-term future of the company.

The success story of Herz cheese began in 1835 on the Herz farm in Rauhenzell. Albert Herz in a portrait by Robert Schraudolph in 1940.


